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The initial S (IPA: s) sound is often mispronounced by Spanish speakers as es-. For example, the Spanish language, in Spanish, is Español. Spanish speakers commonly make the mistake of saying Espanish.

Remember pronunciation of Spanish words such as serrano and saco.

Examples of Common Mistakes

Word
Incorrect Pronunciation
Snake
Esnake

Spanish
Espanish

Schools
Eschool

Practice 1

What sound does a snake make? Ssssssss.

Ssssss – snake.

Ssssss – Spanish

Practice 2

Try saying the following tongue-twisters:

Silly Sally swiftly shooed seven silly sheep.

The seven silly sheep Silly Sally shooed

shilly-shallied south.

"These silly sheep shouldn't sleep in a shack," she said.

"Silly sheep should sleep in a shed!"

* * *

She sells seashells by the seashore.

The shells she sells are surely seashells.

So if she sells shells on the seashore,

I'm sure she sells seashore shells.
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